Capital Markets and Beyond.
ave we ever wondered what s it for a kid

widowed mother from
iharkhand who spends 80% of her monthly income:
for the last 8 years on gold omaments for her

tothe hospital during his wie's road accident?

The answer to al of these lies in financial and digital
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believing that _opportunities are
standardized path is the only way forward. Hence,
we are often driven to ask only the standardized
questions. This system of priviege enables a
section of the sodiety to have better access to
opportunities, network and resources. How can we
enable that priviege for the entire country as a
whole?

India is on its way to become one of the major
Powsrausssin e word, Hostng e tid rgest
Start-up_ecosystem, India_has
antepreneuralcutre n Tior2and T Scnesuith
rapid adaptation of digialization, several growth
initiatives and aggressive policy disruptions by the

vernment. Although we are the Sth largest
economy in the world; India is st a lower-middle
income country where the per capita gross national
income stands at $2,277. In such a situation, the
main drivers of growth remain at the leveis of
demographic variables like male-female working
class population ratio, digital adoption and
technology advancements and financial inclusion
and efficiency variables like lending and deposit

important of alis spreacing the financial education
and awareness which needs to be done from the
rassroot levels. Beingina position and leading one
of the financial institutions in the country, it should
e our responsibiity 1o provide support 1o the
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cingin a position and leading one of the.
nancial institutions in the country, it

should be our responsibility to provide
support to the Government by
developing the next generation of
nancially aware, digitally independent
cilizens who can create a balance
between individual pursuits and  the
entire community growthas a whole.

Government by developing the next generation of
financially aware, digitally independent Gitizens who
can create a balance between individual pursuits
and the entire community growth as awhole.

Indian markets have evolved in the last two
decades. Our reguiators, systems and processes
are robust and resiient enoughto be considered as
‘one of the best n the world. India has above  crore
‘demat accounts, but only about 3 rore are unique,
‘which is less than 2% Indians. High schools and
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colleges don't teach basic financial concepts. Post
the pandemic, aninfuencer-ed financil ecucation
era has advanced in the country via various social
media pltforms. However, the perlnent risk lying
there is biased information, misinformation and
incomplete education - which have often led retail
investors to take erratc decisions and eventualy,
lose more money in the capital markets under
pressure situations. Therefore, most. people

averse to investing and assume
stock market akin to gambling and at best, stck to
tedtioalmodscf mesimentsliafd dopostc

nd
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channels, be it a for-profit or a non-profit. Creating
that private market ecosystem with knowledge
management, bringing in the stakeholders and
using cutting edge technology tools like blockchain,
tokenization and artifcial intelligence to implement
those wil radically evolve the momentum with
re proceeding towards a 5 tilion
economy. In traditional space, you look at risk and
return only. In this case, risk, retum and impact
should be the focus. So, to re-emphasize, it is not
just at the grassroots that we need to educate. We
nsed a revolution of financial education across

gold,
mgn sehoclora conege student understanding the
time value of money,

tmpa,c« should be an inherent value addition to

volatiity of diferent currencies s well as certain
concepts of hedging. It wil enable the student to
make an informed choice and better planning for
her higher education when she looks for financing
options. Ininvesting, developing the right mindsetis
lege. Metropoitan Stock Exchange

colaborating, partner
Various actors in the value chain and ecosystem to

we dream of and build he India that we speakof

“ Crealing that market ecos
with knowledge management,
bringing in the stakeholders and
using culling edge technology Lools
like blockchain, tokenization and

vstem

those pihiegee of rght frencl eccatlon,
skillets, mindset and accessibilty and make it
incosve for a mespecive of gemer, sexualty,
caste, classand creed.

In established financial markets, where we have a
Iot of products, there is a lot of hue and cry about
ESG. However, we often tend to confuse ESG with
impact investing. Impact inves ich deeper,

SG. Impact investing refers to those
investments which are done with the intention of

artificial i 2 will radically
evolve the momentum with which we
are proceeding towards a $5 trillion
ceconom

‘The Kid from Kargil getting an access to the best
Ioan option from a bank or an edu-fintech startup,
the mother from Jharkhand becorming aware of
instruments lie gold bonds 1o invest her monies
periodically or the seior Gtizen knowing howto use:

UPlfor - willnot

creating social and j00d and bring
that positive change at the core of it. Just like any
other market, we need the supply side of capital
and the demand side of capital and platforms and
structures to enable that to come together and

only impact their ives, but the people surrounding
them as well. These stories are a reminder that
financial education and awareness with robust
strategies beyond business wil not just change d
person'slife,

make it happen. Thereis a ot of
the supply side of the capital. But, on the demand
side of the capital, we need 10 get organizations
ready. With the evoling startups in the ecosyste,
traction metrics should not refer to just maximizing
prolfits or revenue, but maximizing value. One of the
big things that we need to do s unlock the capital
and maintain the flow within our own ecosystem
and not rely solely on foreign investments. We
should create a conducive environment where
more businesses can raise money from our own

‘country, forgenerations to come.

‘The question is how many stories are we wiling to
revrite.
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